
COMPOUND METER



BEAT 
DIVISION

▫ Simple Meter= 2
▫ Compound 

Meter= 3

2



MACROBEAT ▫  The note value 
that gets 1 pulse in 
music.
◦ dotted quarter note in 6/8

◦ dotted half note in 6/4
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METER
MACROBEATS

Duple
2
The grouping of 
macro beats into 
two

▫ 6
▫ 8

Triple
3
The grouping of 
macro beats into 
three

▫ 9
▫ 8

Quadruple
4
The grouping of 
macro beats into 
four

▫ 12
▫ 8
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These terms refer to the top number in the time signature.



BEAT 
UNIT

▫ The bottom note 
of the 
time/meter 
signature.
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▫ 6
▫ 8

▫ 9
▫ 8

▫ 12
▫ 8
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▫ Compound Duple

▫ Compound Triple

▫ Compound Quadruple

LABELING
METER



Changing 
Meter

7

▫ Frequent meter 
changes
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